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her neighbours and allies, the Latin cities. As has been
pointed out already, the other members of the Latin league
had been, from the fourth century, entirely dependent upon
Rome in military and political affairs. So long as they were
threatened by the Gauls on the north and the Volscians on
the south, they submitted obediently to the military pre-
dominance of Rome; but when both these dangers had
passed away, they were anxious to secure larger rights and
greater independence. This led to a serious war, in which
the Latins were aided by the Volscians and Campanians, and
which ended in the complete defeat of the Latins in 338 B. c.
Most of the Latin cities were annexed to the Roman territory,
and the Latin league ceased to exist. From this time onwards
the chief Latin and Sabine cities, especially Praeneste and
Tibur, were bound by separate agreements to Rome alone,
and not to one another. Rome, however, showed great
generosity in fixing her relations to her conquered allies.
Latins at Rome enjoyed the same social and economic rights
as Roman citizens; and, in case they migrated and acquired
a domicile within Roman territory, it was open to them to
acquire even the citizenship itself.
After the Latin war Rome was the greatest military power
In Italy, stronger and more consolidated than the moribund
league of Etruscan cities, or the alliance of Samnite tribes,
which was powerful enough but had no real political unity,
not to speak of weaker combinations, such as independent
Umbrian and Sabine tribes with their casual alliances. The
Roman territory now amounted to 4,500 square miles with
a population of at least half a million. Rome and Latium
had long kept up relations with the Greek and half-Greek
cities of Campania, especially with Capua and Naples. Taren-
tum, when pressed by the Samnites, had summoned to their
aid Alexander, king of Epirus, and the king at one time had
nearly succeeded in uniting south Italy under his banner;
but he was betrayed at a critical moment by Tarentum and
defeated by the Samnites. This event and the Samnite
conquest of Campania made the position of Naples very
difficult: she also was threatened by the Samnite grip, and
saw no means of deliverance except alliance with Rome.
This alliance must involve Rome in war against the Samnites ;
but on the other hand it held out a prospect of predominance
over rich Campania and of establishing a solid and permanent

